
Bangladesh
Present in Bangladesh since 2006, the ICRC opened a 
delegation there in 2011. It works to protect and assist 
people affected by tensions and violence; promotes IHL 
and its implementation among the authorities, armed 
and security forces and academic circles; and supports 
the Bangladesh Red Crescent Society in building its 
capacities. It seeks to visit people deprived of their 
freedom in the country.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 529
Assistance 2,160
Prevention 1,113
Cooperation with National Societies 325
General -  

Total 4,128
Of which: Overheads 252

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  8 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  35 
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Main targets for 2014
 f the authorities, armed and police forces, and key civil society actors support the Movement’s neutral, impartial and 
independent humanitarian action, particularly for victims of violence and people deprived of their freedom

 f in Cox’s Bazar district, local communities access preventive and curative care at 2 health facilities through an 
ICRC-supported Bangladesh Red Crescent Society project

 f victims of violence or natural/man-made disasters receive timely medical assistance from trained emergency re-
sponders and essential household items and livelihood support from the National Society/ICRC

 f family members of Bangladeshis detained abroad, migrants and victims of natural disasters restore/maintain contact 
via National Society/ICRC family-links services

 f disabled patients receive quality services from 2 ICRC-supported physical rehabilitation centres

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiVilians (residents, idPs, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Essential household items Beneficiaries 1,000
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 1,500
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 62
Health  
Health centres supported Structures 2 
Wounded and siCK  
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 2 
Patients receiving services Patients 800 
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Context
An increase in political strikes (hartals) and clashes in Ban-
gladesh has led to injuries, deaths and arrests and disrupt-
ed the country’s economy. Such incidents are prompted 
by political parties’ demands for the re-establishment of 
a caretaker government in view of the national elections 
scheduled for end-2013/early 2014, and by the verdicts 

pronounced by the International Crimes Tribunal in the 
cases of alleged 1971 war criminals. Waves of violence in 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts result in casualties and the de-
struction of houses. Natural disasters are a constant threat 
to the country and are responsible for the loss of livelihoods 
and property. 

huManitarian resPonse
In 2014, the ICRC delegation will develop its relations with 
actors of influence in Bangladesh to facilitate its provision 
of humanitarian assistance to violence-affected communi-
ties and to gain access to people deprived of their freedom. 
It will carry out its work with the Bangladesh Red Crescent 
Society, its main operational partner. It will support the Na-
tional Society in its legal reform process and in developing 
its capacities to provide emergency assistance to victims 
of violence/disasters, including in the form of family-links 
services and first aid, and to promote humanitarian values, 
as embodied in the Fundamental Principles.

The ICRC will support the National Society project aimed 
at enabling health facilities in Cox’s Bazar district to provide 
quality preventive and curative health care to local com-
munities. On the basis of a needs assessment, the National 
Society and the ICRC will support the livelihood activities 
of communities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. In case of 
outbreaks of violence or natural/man-made disasters there 
or elsewhere, they will stand ready to provide victims with 
essential items. Emblem campaigns and first-aid and hu-
man remains management training, particularly for secu-
rity forces and other institutions involved in emergency re-
sponse, will help ensure that victims of violence or natural/
man-made disasters are treated promptly or do not become 
unaccounted for. Tracing and RCM services will enable family 
members separated by disasters, violence, detention or mi-
gration to stay in touch.

The ICRC will continue to provide material support and 
training to two branches of the Centre for Rehabilitation 
of the Paralysed (CRP), as well as to the Bangladesh Health 

Professions Institute (BHPI) and to a national prosthetic/
orthotic organization. These will help ensure that physically dis-
abled people benefit from quality and sustainable rehabilitation 
services, including social integration programmes. 

Through meetings and dissemination activities, the Nation-
al Society/ICRC will strengthen understanding of and sup-
port for humanitarian principles, IHL and the Movement’s 
neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian action 
among the authorities, armed and police forces, including 
troops departing on UN peacekeeping missions, Islamic or-
ganizations, academic institutions and the media. Dialogue 
will focus on promoting respect for civilians and the safe 
passage of medical and humanitarian assistance during sit-
uations of violence and on following up the ICRC’s 2011 
offer of services to visit, according to its standard proce-
dures, people deprived of their freedom. Discussions will 
be backed up by technical input and training. For instance, 
the ICRC will provide support to the armed, paramilitary 
and police forces in integrating IHL and/or internationally 
recognized policing standards into their training and oper-
ations. It will do the same for the authorities to help them 
establish a national IHL committee and enact legislation 
implementing IHL treaties. It will furthermore enhance the 
IHL teaching capacities of university lecturers through the 
organization of events/seminars.

The ICRC will coordinate its activities with those of other 
humanitarian actors working in fields of common interest, 
in order to maximize impact, identify unmet needs and 
avoid duplication of efforts.
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