
Main targets for 2014
 f in their decisions, policies and activities, European Union (EU) institutions give due consideration to IHL and hu-
manitarian concerns, notably regarding migration and missing persons, showing their support for ICRC operations

 f the European External Action Service produces a report on EU actions taken to implement the EU Guidelines on 
promoting compliance with IHL

 f NATO takes steps to improve the integration of IHL and humanitarian concerns into its doctrine and operational 
planning, notably after conducting lessons learned exercises based on its experiences in Afghanistan and Libya

 f during a workshop organized by the Belgian national IHL committee and the ICRC, international experts agree on 
best practices in addressing within domestic legal frameworks issues covered by the Health Care in Danger project

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 58
Assistance -  
Prevention 2,910
Cooperation with National Societies 209
General -  

Total 3,178
Of which: Overheads 194

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  2 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  12 

The ICRC has been working in Brussels since 1999, 
building strong institutional and operational relations 
with European Union institutions, the Council of Europe, 
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, 
NATO and its Parliamentary Assembly, key armed forces 
based in Western Europe and Belgium. It aims to make 
the ICRC’s mandate better known, to mobilize political, 
diplomatic and financial support for its activities and to 
ensure that relevant military decision-makers in Western 
Europe view the ICRC as the main reference point for 
neutral and independent humanitarian action.

Brussels
COVERING: Institutions of the European Union, NATO, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and specific armed forces in 
Western Europe, the Council of Europe, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, Belgium

Context
The European Union (EU) is involved in crisis management 
and conflict resolution and closely follows developments in 
armed conflicts and other situations of violence worldwide. 
Within the framework of the Common Security and De-
fence Policy (CSDP), 17 EU field missions are under way.

The European External Action Service (EEAS) and the Po-
litical and Security Committee (PSC), which is in charge of 
all decisions regarding the EU Common Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy and the CSDP, are working together to develop 
a European foreign policy. The rotating biannual presiden-
cy, to be held by Greece and Italy in 2014, chairs work-
ing groups of the Council of the EU, such as the Working 
Group on Humanitarian Aid and Food Aid (COHAFA) and 
the Working Group on Public International Law (COJUR).

EU humanitarian priorities/concerns include: drafting 
a policy paper on the effectiveness of aid in armed con-
flict; reinforcing the EU Aid Volunteers initiative; link-
ing relief, rehabilitation and development; food security; 
and migration.

The EU is a major global provider of humanitarian aid, 
mainly through the European Commission’s (EC) Direc-
torate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
(ECHO). The EC’s Directorate-General for Development 

and Cooperation (DEVCO) deals with early recovery, co-
operation and prevention.

Council of Europe bodies and the Organization for Securi-
ty and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) address, inter alia, 
issues relating to the Caucasus and to migrants and asylum 
seekers in Europe.

European and Europe-based US forces are deployed in 
various contexts under the mandates of the EU, NATO, 
UN or individual States, either as parties to conflict or in 
the framework of cooperation and training programmes. 
NATO remains involved in Kosovo,1 through a peace-sup-
port operation conducted in cooperation with other actors, 
and in anti-piracy operations off the Somali coast. In Af-
ghanistan, it is preparing to shift from a combat role to a 
support role to the Afghan armed and security forces. Sim-
ilarly, it provides security expertise to the Libyan govern-
ment at the latter’s request.

Belgium currently faces financial difficulties. It is planning 
regional and federal elections in 2014.

1/UN Security Council Resolution 1244
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huManitarian response
In 2014, the ICRC Brussels delegation will pursue its close 
cooperation with EU institutions, NATO and its Parliamen-
tary Assembly, the Council of Europe, the OSCE and the 
Belgian authorities, particularly in the areas of conflict pre-
vention and crisis management. It will ensure that IHL and 
humanitarian concerns are given due consideration in their 
decisions, policies and operations.

The ICRC will discuss legal and operational matters with 
the aforementioned entities to ensure the best possible re-
sponse to current humanitarian challenges. Dialogue will 
centre on operational contexts of common interest, notably 
with EU institutions, and humanitarian concerns, such as 
displacement, migration and asylum, missing persons and 
sexual violence. The delegation will continue to advocate 
the implementation of the EU Guidelines on promoting 
compliance with IHL and support the drafting of a report 
on EU actions taken in this regard. An international expert 
workshop organized with the Belgian national IHL commit-
tee will examine how best to address within domestic legis-
lation issues covered by the Health Care in Danger project.

Dialogue with NATO headquarters and with senior officers 
of EU, NATO and Europe-based US commands, including 
their rapid deployment and special forces units, will focus 
on strategic, operational, legal and doctrinal issues relating 
to IHL and humanitarian concerns. In coordination with 
NATO commands and training centres, the ICRC will: con-
tribute to lessons learned exercises on IHL and humanitar-
ian issues identified during operations/the transition pro-
cess in Afghanistan and Libya; give presentations on IHL 

and the ICRC during courses; contribute to training exer-
cises; and participate in key NATO conferences/seminars.

The ICRC will raise awareness of IHL and humanitarian 
concerns among the wider public, notably by: co-orga-
nizing events with academic circles, including the College 
of Europe and the Network on Humanitarian Assistance 
(NOHA) consortium of European universities; holding 
meetings/briefings with Brussels-based NGOs and think-
tanks; and regularly providing the media with materials 
on humanitarian topics and ICRC activities. To encourage 
exchanges on such matters, the delegation will co-orga-
nize IHL briefings/training sessions for representatives of 
European bodies.

To ensure coherence in the integration of humanitarian 
concerns into the commitments/policies of European in-
stitutions, EU member States and National Societies, the 
ICRC will coordinate with the Brussels-based Red Cross/
EU Office, including with its working groups on disaster 
management, legal support, and refugees and migration. It 
will keep the Belgian Red Cross abreast of its initiatives and 
support the National Society’s IHL-related activities.

The ICRC will continue to visit detainees serving sentenc-
es in Belgium handed down by the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and to follow 
up the cases of people resettled in Belgium following their 
release from the US internment facility at Guantanamo Bay 
Naval Station in Cuba.
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