
Colombia

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 10,243
Assistance 17,079
Prevention 3,782
Cooperation with National Societies 1,659
General 571

Total 33,335
Of which: Overheads 2,035

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  55 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  292 

In Colombia since 1969, the ICRC strives to protect 
and assist victims of the armed conflict, to secure 
greater compliance with IHL by all weapon bearers, and 
to promote integration of IHL into the armed forces’ 
doctrine, training and operations. The ICRC visits security 
detainees. For IDPs and residents in rural and urban 
areas, it provides relief, helps ensure access to health 
care, and carries out small-scale repairs to infrastructure. 
It runs a comprehensive mine-action programme. It 
works closely with the Colombian Red Cross and other 
Movement components active in Colombia.
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main targets for 2014
 f dialogue with the authorities and weapon bearers on compliance with and integration of IHL and other applicable law 
into military doctrine contributes to the protection of civilians living in conflict/violence-affected areas

 f IDPs and returnees receive State assistance as a result of enhanced capacities of the State institutions concerned 
 f weapon-wounded and sick people, particularly in remote areas, access medical care in a safe and timely manner, 
including through the promotion of respect for medical services

 f families of people unaccounted for as a consequence of the conflict receive information on their relatives’ fate and 
appropriate psychological and social support

 f people living in conflict-affected areas are able to protect themselves from the risks of weapon contamination as a 
result of community-based risk-education activities and the promotion of risk-reduction measures 

 f people deprived of their freedom benefit from improved living conditions in places of detention, including access to 
basic health care, through upgrades to penitentiary infrastructure and services

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiVilians (residents, idPs, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 17,500 
Wounded and siCK  
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 4 
Patients receiving services Patients 20,000 
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Context
While peace negotiations are under way between the Co-
lombian government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia-People’s Army (FARC-EP), armed confronta-
tions continue to take place. These often have serious hu-
manitarian consequences, including casualties, displace-
ment, movement restrictions, weapon contamination and 
disrupted access to basic services. 

Other armed groups are intensifying their activity in vari-
ous parts of the country, leading to increased violence both 
in remote rural areas and in urban centres. In 2013, the 
Colombian government announced its readiness to engage 

in peace talks with the National Liberation Army (ELN). 
Incidents of social unrest, such as mass protests in several 
regions, also affect vulnerable communities. 

The government is working to implement the law provid-
ing for assistance to conflict victims and restitution of their 
lands but is still struggling to resolve some administrative 
issues. A decision by the Constitutional Court in 2013 set 
a precedent for expanding the coverage of the law to other 
displaced people, including those affected by the operations 
of other armed groups. 

Humanitarian resPonse
The ICRC will keep up its crucial role as a neutral interme-
diary in the peace process in 2014. Through the provision of 
advice and expertise on IHL-related issues and of assistance 
in facilitating safe passage for negotiators, it will sustain 
and deepen its confidential dialogue with the parties to the 
conflict on: the protection of civilians; the issue of missing 
persons; the effects of mines and explosive remnants of war 
(ERW) on vulnerable communities; and the importance of 
respecting medical personnel and infrastructure and of al-
lowing health workers to safely access remote areas. 

At the same time, the ICRC will continue to address the 
consequences of armed conflict and violence in rural and 
urban areas. Maintaining its multidisciplinary approach, it 
will work in partnership with the Colombian Red Cross. 
As State institutions undergo a challenging period of tran-
sition, the ICRC will focus on supporting their efforts to 
better respond to humanitarian problems such as: displace-
ment; lack of access to health care; killings, threats and 
sexual violence; weapon contamination; and deprivation 
of freedom. 

In over 20 of the most-affected zones, the ICRC will help 
victims of conflict or violence access timely and appropri-
ate assistance through government/NGO programmes and, 
where necessary, step in to fill remaining gaps by directly 
addressing urgent needs. In particular, it will stand ready 
to respond to the emergency food, water and sanitation 
needs of newly displaced groups and facilitate safe access to 
health care, including for victims of sexual violence. It will 
also help improve economic security and access to essen-
tial services for IDPs, residents of conflict-affected localities 
and displaced households returning to their communities 
of origin. 

To improve access to health services in remote areas, the 
ICRC will facilitate referrals to government facilities, ac-
company mobile health units and, where necessary, fund 
the medical treatment of weapon-wounded or mine/
ERW-injured patients. With the authorities and the Nation-
al Society, it will help ensure better protection of medical 
personnel/infrastructure through the appropriate and con-
sistent use of protective emblems, in line with the objectives 
of the Health Care in Danger project. 

While reminding the authorities and weapon bearers of 
the importance of providing information on the fate or 
whereabouts of missing persons, the ICRC will lend foren-
sic expertise and support to State bodies, NGOs and family 
associations and encourage the proper implementation of 
existing legal frameworks to facilitate the search for missing 
persons and to address the families’ needs.

Weapon contamination will be addressed through a pro-
gramme carried out with the Colombian Red Cross, aimed 
at: raising public awareness of, and minimizing, the risks 
posed by mines/ERW; ensuring that victims receive effec-
tive assistance; improving the quality and availability of 
physical rehabilitation services throughout the country; 
and mobilizing and enhancing coordination among the au-
thorities, civil society and international stakeholders. 

In eight neighbourhoods of Medellín, the ICRC, with the 
Colombian Red Cross and other local partners, will con-
tinue implementing a multidisciplinary project to help res-
idents, particularly young people, cope with the effects of 
violence. Through micro-credit schemes and referrals to 
job opportunities or to State/NGO assistance, it will pro-
mote the social and economic reintegration of vulnerable 
youth, including minors recently released from rehabilita-
tion centres. 

Visits to detainees held in relation to the conflict, as well 
as cooperation with the penitentiary authorities (INPEC), 
will aim to improve conditions in places of detention, par-
ticularly access to health care. Work with Colombia’s armed 
and police forces will be geared towards greater compliance 
with IHL and international human rights law during oper-
ations and better integration of these norms into their doc-
trine and training. 

Through the media, the ICRC will seek to garner pub-
lic support for humanitarian action and to highlight pri-
ority concerns. It will continue discussing humanitarian 
concerns with other organizations/private companies 
operating in conflict zones and with the diplomatic com-
munity, and maintain coordination with them and with 
Movement partners.
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