
Haiti
COVERING: Dominican Republic, Haiti

The ICRC opened a fully fledged delegation in Haiti in 2004. 
It responds to acute humanitarian situations in prisons 
and supports national authorities in improving conditions 
of detention and respect for judicial guarantees. It seeks 
to mitigate the effects of social unrest throughout the 
country, particularly in violence-prone neighbourhoods 
in Port-au-Prince. It supports the security forces in 
integrating human rights norms applicable to the use of 
force into their doctrine, training and operations. With 
other Movement partners, the ICRC helps strengthen 
the emergency response capacity of the Haitian National 
Red Cross Society and the neighbouring Dominican Red 
Cross.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 749
Assistance 2,430
Prevention 524
Cooperation with National Societies 789
General -  

Total 4,492
Of which: Overheads 274

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  4 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  81 
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MaiN targets for 2014
 f  the Haitian penitentiary authorities progress in developing strategic plans to address the needs of detainees, includ-
ing through the creation of technical working groups on hygiene and the management of prison infrastructure

 f detainees in selected prisons in Haiti benefit from improvements in their living conditions thanks to rehabilitation 
projects carried out with the authorities and the extension of a health project by national and international partners

 f the Dominican armed forces make proposals to develop a domestic legal framework regulating the use of force, fol-
lowing a seminar with the national IHL committee

 f the Dominican Red Cross and the Haitian National Red Cross Society take steps to include human remains manage-
ment in their emergency response planning
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CoNtext 
The Haitian government shows signs of stability, although 
an incomplete senate hinders legislative output. The cre-
ation of an electoral body in April helps pave the way for 
long-overdue elections. 

While gang violence in Port-au-Prince’s neighbourhoods 
of Cité Soleil and Martissant has decreased overall, other 
forms of criminality remain common. The Haitian Na-
tional Police (HNP) handles security issues, with support 

from the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). 
The government has taken steps to re-establish the Haitian 
armed forces. 

Problems related to the poor economic situation persist, 
including food shortages and inadequate management and 
maintenance of infrastructure. 

In the Dominican Republic, security and economic reforms 
are the government’s main preoccupations.

HuMaNitariaN respoNse
The ICRC’s focus in Haiti remains the situation of people 
in the country’s overcrowded prisons. In 2014, it will main-
tain its multidisciplinary approach to addressing detainees’ 
needs, strengthening partnerships and enhancing coordi-
nation with the authorities to support structural reform. 
This will include providing direct support to the penitentia-
ry authorities and working with other organizations active 
in the country in making urgent improvements to prison 
infrastructure and health and sanitation conditions, while 
helping the prison administration build its capacities to 
identify and implement projects on its own.

Delegates will continue to visit detainees, following these 
up with confidential reports to the authorities. Concentrat-
ing on major places of detention but remaining ready to re-
spond to emergencies in other facilities, they will monitor 
detainees’ health, supply dispensaries with essential drugs, 
especially during emergencies, promote better hygiene 
practices and disease prevention, and rehabilitate water 
and sanitation systems. Building on the success of a health 
project initiated by a group of NGOs, MINUSTAH and the 
authorities in Port-au-Prince’s central prison, which was al-
ready replicated in some prisons, the ICRC will promote 
the further extension of the project to other prisons. It will 
continue to support the review of cases of people held for 
lengthy periods in pre-trial detention.

In view of the possible closure of Port-au-Prince’s central 
prison and the relocation of its inmates, the ICRC will share 
its humanitarian concerns and recommendations with the 
authorities and stand ready to provide the detainees with 
water/sanitation and health assistance in their new places 
of detention. 

To help the Haitian National Red Cross Society implement 
its activities safely in neighbourhoods with a large gang 
presence, the ICRC will focus on training National Society 
personnel in the Safer Access approach and will encourage 
the continuity of its activities in areas affected by gang-re-
lated violence. When possible, dialogue with weapon bear-
ers in local communities will continue to centre on enhanc-
ing respect for basic humanitarian principles, especially 
the protection of medical services and infrastructure and 
patients, in line with the goals of the Health Care in Dan-
ger project. 

The ICRC will pursue efforts to promote respect for IHL, 
international human rights law, internationally recognized 
standards relating to law enforcement, and humanitari-
an principles in general. HNP recruits and officers of the 
Dominican armed forces will participate in briefings on 
these issues. All dialogue will include the need to facilitate 
the Movement’s action. Contacts will also be maintained 
with the media, local networks and university students, to 
raise awareness of humanitarian concerns among a wider 
audience. 

The ICRC will work with Movement partners to help the 
Haitian Red Cross strengthen its organizational structure 
and emergency-response and family-links capacities. The 
Dominican Red Cross will also receive some support. The 
ICRC will continue to coordinate its activities with those 
of Movement partners, UN agencies and other humanitar-
ian actors in fields of common interest, in order to maxi-
mize impact, identify unmet needs and avoid duplication 
of efforts.
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