
Iran, IslamIc republIc of

The ICRC has been in the Islamic Republic of Iran, with 
some interruptions, since 1977. It seeks to clarify the 
fate of POWs registered during the Iran-Iraq war or 
identified through RCMs. It works in partnership with the 
Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
the fields of tracing, physical rehabilitation, international 
relief efforts and IHL promotion, for which the national 
IHL committee is also an important partner. It is engaged 
in a dialogue about IHL and Islam. The ICRC supports 
mine-risk education. 

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 2,036
Assistance -  
Prevention 1,944
Cooperation with National Societies 548
General -  

Total 4,528
Of which: Overheads 276

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  7 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  42 
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maIn targets for 2014
 f the Iranian and Iraqi authorities take steps to adopt common working procedures for the recovery and identification 
of human remains, contributing to efforts to clarify the fate of persons missing from the 1980–88 Iran-Iraq war

 f the Centre for Comparative Studies on Islam and IHL in Qom co-organizes an international conference on the simi-
larities between Islamic jurisprudence and IHL, facilitating discussion on the topic among Islamic scholars

 f representatives of the authorities and military attend local/international IHL events, including those co-organized 
with the national IHL committee, helping deepen their understanding of IHL and the ICRC’s mandate and work

 f people living in or transiting the country’s 5 most weapon-contaminated provinces learn how to reduce mine-risk 
exposure and avoid injury through Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of Iran-led information sessions

 f the Iranian Red Crescent jointly organizes with the ICRC its first Health Emergencies in Large Populations (H.E.L.P.) 
course, as well as other events on themes of relevance to the Movement
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context
Hassan Rouhani, campaigning on a moderate platform, 
won the June 2013 presidential election in a victory report-
edly welcomed domestically and by some members of the 
international community.

Tensions persist between the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
other countries, in particular members of the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council over divergent positions on the armed con-
flict in the Syrian Arab Republic. Negotiations with West-
ern countries over the Islamic Republic of Iran’s nuclear 
programme have yet to produce a breakthrough, although 

Iranian leaders have reportedly expressed willingness to ex-
plore new avenues of discussion on the issue.

Despite government measures to ease economic difficulties, 
financial sanctions imposed by Western countries continue 
to have an adverse effect on the economy, particularly the 
importation of goods, and on living standards. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran hosts several million Afghan 
refugees and migrants, most of whom are undocumented 
and often lack access to social services.

humanItarIan response
In 2014, the ICRC delegation in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
will continue to concentrate on: addressing the humanitar-
ian consequences of the 1980–88 Iran-Iraq war; restoring 
family links; reducing the risks posed by mines/explosive 
remnants of war (ERW); and increasing awareness of and 
support for humanitarian principles, IHL and the ICRC.

In line with a five-year partnership framework agreement, 
the Red Crescent Society of the Islamic Republic of Iran will 
remain the ICRC’s main operational partner in the country. 
It will continue to receive ICRC support in reinforcing its 
operational capacities in the fields of mine-risk education, 
restoring family links, assistance to migrants, and IHL pro-
motion. In parallel, the ICRC will encourage and support 
the National Society’s organization of and participation 
in local/international meetings and training courses on 
themes of relevance to the Movement, such as the Health 
Emergencies in Large Populations (H.E.L.P.) course. 

Within the framework of the Tripartite Agreement signed 
in 2008 with the Islamic Republic of Iran and Iraq, the 
ICRC will facilitate the process of clarifying the fate of peo-
ple unaccounted for in relation to the 1980–88 Iran-Iraq 
war by chairing meetings and supporting efforts to recov-
er, identify and repatriate human remains. Iranian forensic 
experts will continue to benefit from training, including in 
ante/post-mortem database management.

Family-links services jointly offered by the Iranian Red 
Crescent and the ICRC will remain available to help fami-
lies in the Islamic Republic of Iran restore and/or maintain 
contact with relatives detained/interned abroad or living in 
countries affected by armed conflict, other situations of vi-
olence or natural disaster. In coordination with the authori-
ties, the ICRC will facilitate the repatriation, if they so wish, 
of former members of the People’s Mojahedin Organization 

of Iran (PMOI) living in Iraq. It will check on their well-be-
ing after their return home and help a local NGO assess and 
address their needs. Some of the most vulnerable migrants 
in the country, meanwhile, will benefit from a joint proj-
ect with the Iranian Red Crescent and an NGO to address 
some of their health needs.

In accordance with an agreement signed in 2011, the ICRC 
will provide technical and material assistance to the Irani-
an Mine Action Centre (IRMAC) in developing its role as 
the main coordinating body for mine/ERW risk-reduction 
activities. The ICRC will also support National Society-led 
mine-risk education sessions for people living in or tran-
siting the five most weapon-contaminated provinces in the 
country’s west and south-west.

The ICRC will continue working with the national IHL 
committee, hosted by the Iranian Red Crescent, and with 
other partners to foster acceptance of and support for IHL 
and the ICRC’s formal and extended presence and activi-
ties in the country. Joint efforts will include co-organizing 
meetings and other events for the authorities and armed 
forces, and sponsoring their representatives’ participation 
in IHL courses abroad. In parallel, the ICRC will sustain its 
interaction with religious leaders and Islamic institutions, 
focusing on exploring the similarities between Islamic 
jurisprudence and IHL. In line with this, it will maintain 
its support to the Centre for Comparative Studies on Islam 
and IHL in Qom (Qom Centre), including by helping it 
organize an international conference on the topic and by 
financing the production of the centre’s IHL magazine. Uni-
versity lecturers, students and media representatives will be 
sponsored to attend IHL events, including those co-orga-
nized with the National Society, and receive updated re-
sources on IHL.
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