
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 1,102
Assistance 2,750
Prevention 902
Cooperation with National Societies 672
General -  

Total 5,427
Of which: Overheads 331

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  9 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  37 

The ICRC has worked in Mauritania since 1970, opening 
a delegation there in 2013. It visits detainees and helps 
improve their living conditions, particularly their access 
to health care. It offers them and other people in need, 
including refugees, family-links services. In a subsidiary 
role, it works to meet the basic needs of refugees who 
have fled conflict elsewhere in the region. It promotes IHL 
and humanitarian principles among the armed and se-
curity forces, authorities and civil society, and supports 
the development of the Mauritanian Red Crescent.

Mauritania
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Context
Mauritanians are feeling the effects of regional insecurity 
which, among other things, has exacerbated internal social, 
political and religious divides. The country plays an import-
ant strategic role in the region and has in the past hosted 
international military exercises. Thousands of armed and 
security forces are stationed on Mauritania’s borders with 
Algeria and Mali, at times arresting and detaining members 
of armed groups suspected of endangering State security. 

Despite a calmer situation in Mali since mid-2013, many 
of the 60,000 refugees in the M’bera camp in south-eastern 
Mauritania have chosen to stay. The local infrastructure is 

hard-pressed to continue meeting the needs of a population 
tripled by the presence of refugees and their livestock, nota-
bly in terms of safe water supply and health care. 

Despite strict entry/exit regulations, migrants brave diffi-
cult conditions in Mauritania to reach Europe. Although 
legislation and infrastructure to protect their rights and 
dignity exist, the authorities and humanitarian actors are 
struggling to provide adequate assistance, given the num-
bers; Nouadhibou town reportedly hosts around 30,000 
migrants and asylum seekers.

huManitarian response
In 2014, the ICRC delegation in Mauritania will focus on 
activities contributing to the protection of detainees and 
vulnerable foreigners, mainly refugees, while also working 
to meet the water and health needs of residents of Bassikou-
nou town and surrounding villages and of the refugees they 
host. It will pursue efforts to build support for humanitarian 
principles and the Movement’s neutral, impartial and inde-
pendent humanitarian action among the authorities, armed 
and security forces and influential civil society members.

The ICRC will visit detainees according to its standard pro-
cedures, paying special attention to security detainees, mi-
nors, women and other vulnerable inmates. In parallel, it 
will engage in dialogue with the authorities on continuing 
regular visits and on expanding its access to all people held 
for security reasons. Observations made during visits will 
be shared confidentially with the authorities, along with 
recommendations aimed at improving detainees’ treatment 
and living conditions. For instance, the monitoring of de-
tainees, including those held by the police/gendarmerie, and 
the training of prison staff and weapon bearers with law en-
forcement and detention duties will help the authorities en-
sure that detainees’ treatment is in line with internationally 
recognized standards and that the time they spend in de-
tention conforms to national legislation. In six prisons, the 
ICRC will help the staff set up systems to monitor inmates’ 
health and nutrition and improve existing health/medical 
services; the authorities will be encouraged to provide food 

supplements or medical attention to malnourished detain-
ees. Upgrades to water/sanitation/electrical infrastructure 
and information sessions on infectious disease prevention 
will aim to reduce inmates’ overall health risks. 

Family members dispersed by armed conflict, detention, 
migration or other circumstances will be able to contact 
their relatives or, in the case of detained foreigners, their 
consular representatives or UNHCR through Movement 
family-links services. Drawing on the findings of an assess-
ment conducted in 2013, the Mauritanian Red Crescent 
and the ICRC will provide these services to refugees in the 
M’bera camp. To this end, the National Society will receive 
guidance and material support in strengthening its fami-
ly-links and emergency response capacities, as well as its 
statutes and management. 

The Health Ministry, local health authorities and the ICRC 
will provide medical training to staff of the Bassikounou 
health centre and renovate the X-ray room so that both 
residents and refugees will have easier access to adequate 
care. Likewise, the local water authorities and the ICRC 
will upgrade the water infrastructure of Bassikounou town 
and surrounding villages, helping ensure that up to 30,000 
residents and refugees have a sufficient supply of safe water. 
Coordination with relevant actors will aim to ensure hu-
manitarian needs are covered, while avoiding duplication. 

Main targets for 2014
 f inmates, including security detainees, benefit from steps taken by the authorities to ensure that their treatment and 
time spent in detention conforms to internationally recognized norms and national legislation, respectively

 f in 6 prisons, detainees’ health is ensured thanks to sanitation and disease-prevention activities, nutritional monitor-
ing and the regular provision of quality health services by well-equipped and well-trained prison health staff 

 f following upgrades to water infrastructure, residents of Bassikounou town and the surrounding villages safeguard 
their access to safe water, drawing on lessons learnt during hygiene-awareness sessions

 f the Bassikounou health centre provides adequate and accessible health care services, including X-ray scanning, to 
residents of Bassikounou town and its surrounding villages and to the refugees they host 

 f families dispersed by armed conflict, including Malian refugees, or by detention, migration or other circumstances 
stay in touch through family-links services provided by the Mauritanian Red Crescent and the ICRC

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViLians (residents, idps, returnees, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 30,000 
Health  
Health centres supported Structures 1 
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Information sessions for officers of the armed and security 
forces will serve to remind them of the IHL and human 
rights principles applicable to the exercise of their duties, in 
particular regarding the treatment of people during arrest 
and detention. Train-the-trainer sessions for their instruc-
tors, followed by support in the production of instructor’s 
manuals, will aid both forces in integrating IHL and inter-
national human rights principles into their training. The 
ICRC will work with the national human rights committee 
and academic institutions in implementing plans of action 

for integrating IHL into higher-education curricula. More 
broadly, to help establish a strong base of support for IHL 
and Movement action in Mauritania and in the region, the 
ICRC will conduct dissemination and training activities 
with/for religious leaders, academics and the media, and 
partner the National Society and the national IHL com-
mittee in encouraging the authorities to advance IHL treaty 
ratification and implementation.
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