
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 48
Assistance -  
Prevention 1,432
Cooperation with National Societies 123
General -  

Total 1,602
Of which: Overheads 98

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  7 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  14 

The Paris delegation, set up in 2000, focuses on promoting 
IHL, pursuing humanitarian diplomacy and facilitating 
ICRC operations in the field. Its target audiences include 
the French authorities, military and academic circles, the 
diplomatic community, representatives of third countries, 
economic interest groups, the media and the French Red 
Cross. 

Paris
COVERING: France, Monaco
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MaiN targets for 2014
 f while facilitating ICRC operations worldwide, the French authorities follow up on the implementation of resolutions 
and pledges made during the 31st International Conference

 f detainees in France, including some not previously accessed, receive ICRC visits to monitor their treatment and living 
conditions

 f the Organisation internationale de la Francophonie promotes the French selection of the International Review of the 
Red Cross, drawing on ICRC expertise during the Francophonie summit in Dakar, Senegal

 f representatives of the authorities, security forces and civil society raise awareness about current humanitarian issues 
during ICRC-organized debates disseminated on social media platforms

© President of the Republic
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CoNtext
As a permanent member of the UN Security Council and 
an influential member of the European Union (EU), France 
is a major player in international affairs and regularly com-
municates its views on various policy and legal issues. 

Following elections and the deployment of UN peacekeep-
ing forces in Mali, France decreased its forces in the country. 
While it also withdrew combat troops from Afghanistan, 
its armed forces maintain a presence in several African and 
Middle Eastern countries and participate in UN and EU 

peacekeeping and military operations. The Department of 
Defence is pursuing a number of military reforms. 

Several intergovernmental and international organizations 
have their headquarters in France. Representatives of vari-
ous foreign opposition groups are based in the country.

Reforms aimed at dealing with the stagnation of the 
French economy and rising unemployment, among oth-
er consequences of the eurozone crisis, sometimes lead to 
demonstrations. 

huMaNitariaN resPoNse
In 2014, the ICRC will pursue humanitarian diplomacy 
with the French authorities, as well as with a network of in-
fluential contacts and leaders of foreign opposition groups 
based in or visiting France. Its priorities will be to promote 
IHL, particularly among French authorities, increase un-
derstanding of and support for the ICRC’s mandate, and 
stimulate debate on key humanitarian issues. It will engage 
with Paris-based international organizations to discuss mu-
tual concerns, with a view to their being addressed in pol-
icy-making; it will also maintain contacts with representa-
tives of foreign armed groups to facilitate ICRC activities in 
the contexts concerned. In parallel, it will seek to strength-
en relations with the authorities of Monaco to gain support 
for ICRC activities worldwide.

The Paris delegation will continue to follow the situation 
of detainees falling within the purview of the Mechanism 
for International Criminal Tribunals (MICT) or the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) and awaiting trial or serv-
ing their sentences in France. Likewise, it will monitor the 
well-being of people resettled in France following their re-
lease from the US internment facility at Guantanamo Bay 
Naval Station in Cuba. When necessary, it will encourage 
the authorities concerned to take appropriate action to ad-
dress any difficulties encountered by resettled ex-detainees. 
At the same time, it will pursue efforts to gain access to oth-
er detainees, in particular those arrested in relation to the 
Malian conflict and transferred to France.

Through contacts with the authorities and on the basis of 
its official observer status at the Commission nationale 

consultative des droits de l’homme (CNCDH), the ICRC 
will act as a key resource on IHL and promote the ratifica-
tion and national implementation of IHL treaties. 

The delegation will continue to support the promotion and 
integration of IHL into various levels of military training, 
giving presentations at the main military academies and 
centres, teaching IHL to senior officers and briefing per-
sonnel due to take part in missions abroad. It will also give 
presentations at universities and research institutes to stim-
ulate interest in and enhance knowledge of IHL-related top-
ics among researchers, lecturers and students. 

Through its Centre for Multimedia Communication and 
together with the French Red Cross and representatives of 
various media, the delegation will, among other communi-
cation initiatives, organize debates on key IHL issues, which 
will be relayed through the delegation’s blog and other on-
line platforms, helping raise awareness of humanitarian 
issues and the ICRC’s mandate and activities among the 
wider public.

The ICRC will continue to work closely with the French 
Red Cross, discussing international operations and other 
humanitarian concerns with its governance and developing 
an operational partnership in the field of first aid. Cooper-
ation will be pursued in other areas of mutual interest such 
as IHL promotion and restoring family links, particularly 
for migrants.
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