
South Sudan

Present in Juba since 1980, the ICRC opened a 
delegation in newly independent South Sudan in mid-
2011. It works to ensure that people affected by armed 
conflicts, including between South Sudan and Sudan, 
are protected in accordance with IHL, have access to 
medical/surgical care, physical rehabilitation and safe 
water, receive emergency relief and livelihood support, 
and can restore contact with relatives. It visits POWs and 
other detainees and seeks to increase knowledge of IHL 
among the authorities, armed forces and other weapon 
bearers. It works with and supports the South Sudan 
Red Cross Society.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 10,258
Assistance 42,240
Prevention 6,370
Cooperation with National Societies 5,213
General -  

Total 64,080
Of which: Overheads 3,911

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  101 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  591 
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Main targetS for 2014
 f the authorities and weapon bearers facilitate access of all conflict/violence-affected people to humanitarian aid, in-
cluding medical care, taking steps to prevent further attacks on health personnel and infrastructure 

 f detainees benefit from improvements in prison infrastructure, distributions of hygiene items and, when necessary, 
appropriate medical treatment

 f weapon-wounded and sick people receive timely and adequate treatment from ICRC-trained first-aiders and medical 
personnel, or from ICRC surgical teams based at the Malakal Teaching Hospital or deployed to other areas 

 f communities strengthen their conflict-disrupted livelihoods thanks to their access to water, agricultural inputs and 
veterinary services

 f national defence forces begin to incorporate IHL norms and other internationally recognized standards, notably in 
relation to the protection of civilians and the treatment of detainees, into their doctrine, training and operations 

 f children and other vulnerable people re-establish contact with their relatives in South Sudan or abroad

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViLianS (reSidentS, idPs, returneeS, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Food commodities Beneficiaries 60,000
Essential household items Beneficiaries 72,000
Productive inputs Beneficiaries 207,960
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 250,000
Wounded and SiCK  
Hospitals  
Hospitals supported Structures 1 
Water and habitat 
Water and habitat activities Number of beds 292 
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 3
Patients receiving services Patients 2,500
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Context
Relations between South Sudan and Sudan remain tense, 
despite the resumption in 2013 of South Sudan’s oil produc-
tion in accordance with a cooperation agreement. In areas 
along the disputed border, clashes, particularly between 
South Sudanese and Sudanese tribes, have been reported.

Tens of thousands of people from the disputed Abyei area 
remain displaced and their livelihoods disrupted. People 
fleeing conflict in Blue Nile and South Kordofan, Sudan, 
continue to enter South Sudan (particularly in Unity and 
Upper Nile).

Since mid-July, many people have been wounded or killed 
during an upsurge of violence in Jonglei, as fighting between 

ethnic militias escalated following clashes between govern-
ment forces, called the Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), and the South Sudan Democratic Army. Thou-
sands have been displaced, many seeking safety in bush ar-
eas, where they lack access to medical and other essential 
services. Intercommunal violence also affects other states 
such as Lakes, Unity and Warrap. 

People continue to suffer the effects of violence related to 
the activities of armed groups, such as the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) in Bahr al-Ghazal and Western Equatoria and 
the armed group allied with Ayok Ogat in Upper Nile.

huManitarian reSPonSe
The ICRC will further scale up its operations in South Su-
dan to address the growing humanitarian needs of people 
affected by armed conflict and other situations of violence. 
As the ICRC’s main operational partner, the South Sudan 
Red Cross Society will receive support in developing its ca-
pacities, mainly in first aid and other emergency assistance, 
family links and IHL promotion.

With the National Society, the ICRC will strive to reach all 
vulnerable populations, engaging in dialogue with the au-
thorities, military forces and other weapon bearers to re-
mind them of their obligations under IHL to protect and 
respect people who are not or no longer participating in the 
fighting and to facilitate their safe access to medical and oth-
er basic services. Whenever necessary, the ICRC will make 
confidential representations to the parties concerned on re-
ported abuses, such as sexual violence, and refer the victims 
for medical or other assistance. Such representations will 
be backed up by briefings/workshops aimed at promoting 
compliance with IHL and other relevant norms, including 
on the treatment of detainees, and facilitating their integra-
tion into national legislation and defence policies.

With threats to health workers and facilities contributing 
to reduced access to medical services, the ICRC will step 
up efforts to ensure that the wounded and sick receive ade-
quate care. It will train weapon bearers and National Society 
staff/volunteers in first aid and facilitate the referral/trans-
port of casualties to hospitals. It will continue providing 
structural support to the Malakal Teaching Hospital, which 
serves a catchment population of about 3 million people, 
and give ad hoc assistance to other facilities. Two ICRC sur-
gical teams will treat wounded/sick people at the aforemen-
tioned hospital, with one team ready to be deployed to oth-
er conflict/violence-affected locations during emergencies. 
To help disabled people access physiotherapy or prosthetic/
orthotic services, the ICRC will lend the authorities exper-
tise, notably in strengthening the management of physical 
rehabilitation centres in Juba and Rumbek.

In priority areas in Jonglei, Lakes, Northern Bahr al-Ghazal, 
Unity, Upper Nile and Warrap, the ICRC will combine 
emergency and resilience-building activities to help com-
munities cope with the consequences of conflict/violence. 
To help IDPs/residents meet their immediate needs, it 
will distribute food and shelter items and work with local 
technicians to rehabilitate/construct water points. Some 
34,500 households (207,000 people) will receive support in 
restoring/maintaining self-sufficiency. The ICRC will dis-
tribute seed, tools and fishing kits, which people can easily 
carry if they need to flee for their safety. Pastoralists will 
benefit from better access to veterinary services delivered 
by animal health workers trained and equipped by the 
ICRC in cooperation with local authorities. Focus group 
discussions will promote ways to strengthen communities’ 
conflict-ravaged livelihoods while reducing their vulnera-
bility to violence-related risks. Separated family members, 
including minors, will be able to exchange news through 
family-links services.

To help ensure that POWs are afforded treatment in accor-
dance with IHL and other internationally recognized stan-
dards, the ICRC will remind the authorities concerned of 
their obligation to notify it of any newly captured POWs 
and to allow it to conduct visits to them. It will stand ready 
to act as a neutral intermediary in the handover/repatriation 
of POWs. While seeking access to all other detainees falling 
within its mandate, including those held by armed groups, 
it will visit detainees to which it has access to monitor their 
treatment and living conditions. It will confidentially dis-
cuss its findings with the authorities concerned and lend 
assistance in enhancing detainees’ health and well-being 
through infrastructure rehabilitation and material support.

The ICRC will continue to coordinate its activities with 
those of Movement partners, UN agencies and other or-
ganizations working in similar fields to maximize impact, 
identify unmet needs and avoid duplication.
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