
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 2,681
Assistance 1,424
Prevention 867
Cooperation with National Societies 374
General -  

Total 5,346
Of which: Overheads 326

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  12 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  59 

The ICRC has worked in Sri Lanka since 1989. Operations 
focus on assisting civilians affected by the past armed 
conflict; visiting detainees; enabling family members to 
remain in touch; supporting the Sri Lanka Red Cross 
Society in helping boost the economic security of 
returnees, former detainees and particularly vulnerable 
residents; improving access to physical rehabilitation 
facilities; and supporting military training in IHL.

Sri Lanka
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Main targetS for 2014
 f the authorities, armed and police forces, and key civil society actors express support for ICRC action facilitating 
post-conflict recovery 

 f 6,000 detainees in 6 prisons benefit from rehabilitated infrastructure, including energy- and cost-efficient kitchen 
facilities

 f in the northern and eastern provinces, economically vulnerable resettled/returnee families, particularly those headed 
by women or disabled people, and rehabilitees increase their income after reviving/starting livelihood activities

 f following regular bilateral dialogue with and through technical input from the ICRC, the authorities concerned take 
steps to address the multifaceted needs of families of people unaccounted for

 f with ICRC technical and managerial support, the Jaffna Jaipur Centre for Disability Rehabilitation becomes ready to 
run its operations independently and sustainably by mid-2014

 f the Sri Lanka Red Cross Society further boosts its capacities to respond to emergencies and to provide family-links 
services to detained migrants, asylum seekers and refugees

aSSISTaNCE Targets (up to)
CiViLianS (reSidentS, idPs, returneeS, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Cash Beneficiaries 3,100
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 10,700
Wounded and SiCk  
Physical rehabilitation  
Centres supported Structures 1
Patients receiving services Patients 1,000
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Context
The Sri Lankan government continues to develop and reha-
bilitate areas affected by the former armed conflict, includ-
ing by rebuilding essential infrastructure, demining large 
stretches of land and coordinating with different aid pro-
viders. Most IDPs have gone back to their areas of origin or 
resettled in the northern provinces; however, many of them 
still have not established livelihoods. Moreover, basic ser-
vices, such as water and sanitation, are insufficient to meet 
the needs of the high volume of returnee/resettled families. 
Several thousand people remain unaccounted for, leaving 
their families in a constant state of anguish.

The number of people held in relation to the past conflict 
continues to decrease, with some 1,000 people reportedly 
left in places of temporary or permanent detention or in 
rehabilitation centres. 

The government is implementing its National Action Plan, 
developed in 2012 in response to some of the recommen-
dations of the Lessons Learned and Reconciliation Com-
mission (LLRC) report aimed at addressing the humanitar-
ian consequences of the past conflict, although with some 
delays. In July 2013, it expanded the National Action Plan 
to include a further 53 recommendations from the LLRC 
report, including those concerning vulnerable returnees, 
families of missing persons and detainees.

Throughout the island, Sri Lankans struggle to deal with 
the high cost of living and recurring natural disasters, while 
those in some parts of the country experience sporadic 
intercommunal tensions.

huManitarian reSPonSe
In 2014, the ICRC in Sri Lanka will focus on developing 
working relationships with or supporting the national au-
thorities and institutions, with a view to alleviating the 
plight of people still affected by the past conflict. These in-
clude families of persons unaccounted for, detainees held in 
connection with the conflict and without contact with their 
relatives, economically vulnerable returnee or resettled 
households, and rehabilitees. It will raise awareness of and 
seek support for humanitarian principles and the ICRC’s 
neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian action in 
the post-conflict setting among the authorities, armed and 
police forces, and key civil society actors. 

Delegates will continue to visit, in accordance with stan-
dard ICRC procedures, people detained in relation to the 
past conflict and held in places of temporary or perma-
nent detention – including Protective Accommodation 
and Rehabilitation Centres (PARCs) – under the Terror-
ism Investigation Department (TID), the Criminal Inves-
tigation Department (CID) and the Ministry of Rehabili-
tation and Prison Reforms. Following visits, delegates will 
report their findings confidentially to the authorities, along 
with any recommendations for improvements in detain-
ees’ treatment and living conditions, including procedural 
safeguards and judicial guarantees. The ICRC will help the 
authorities address the causes of prison overcrowding and 
its humanitarian consequences for all inmates by providing 
technical support and rehabilitating infrastructure. It will 
continue to enable security detainees to restore/maintain 
contact with relatives through RCMs and family visits. Re-
leased detainees or rehabilitees will receive financial assis-
tance to travel home and/or to revive/boost their incomes.

The ICRC will continue to offer the authorities concerned 
its expertise, if possible backed by the findings of an ICRC 
needs assessment, in finding ways to comprehensively ad-
dress the needs of families whose relatives are unaccounted 
for as a result of the past conflict. 

In partnership with the authorities/organizations con-
cerned, the ICRC will help vulnerable returnee/resettled 
households, notably those headed by women or disabled 
people, and communities restore/improve their livelihoods 
through conditional cash grants and training, and facilitate 
their access to clean water through the rehabilitation/instal-
lation of facilities. 

Following the end of its support for patients’ treatment at 
the Navajeevana physical rehabilitation centre in Tangalle, 
the ICRC will focus on its planned withdrawal from the 
Jaffna Jaipur Centre for Disability Rehabilitation (JJCDR) 
by mid-2014. It will do this by helping the centre’s man-
agement boost fundraising capacities, to secure the cen-
tre’s sustainability.

Aside from efforts to address remaining conflict-related 
humanitarian needs, the ICRC will continue to provide 
technical support and training to: the national authorities 
in incorporating IHL provisions into national legislation, in 
cooperation with the national IHL committee; the police in 
implementing their revised standard operating procedures; 
the armed forces in integrating law enforcement standards 
into their training and operations and in sustaining IHL 
training capacities; and forensic practitioners and security 
forces in boosting their human remains management ca-
pacities during disasters.

The ICRC will provide the National Society with various 
forms of support to strengthen its legal base and organi-
zational capacities in core areas, such as disaster response, 
restoring family links and the promotion of humanitarian 
values and the Movement.

The ICRC will coordinate with Movement partners and 
other humanitarian actors in fields of common interest to 
maximize impact, identify unmet needs and avoid duplica-
tion of efforts.
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