
BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 1,150
Assistance 1,456
Prevention 1,983
Cooperation with National Societies 1,294
General -  

Total 5,884
Of which: Overheads 359

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  10 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  29 

Since 2001, ICRC operations in the Pacific have been 
carried out by the Suva regional delegation. With the 
National Societies, it assists governments in ratifying and 
implementing IHL treaties and promotes respect for IHL 
and other international norms among armed and security 
forces, as well as among academic circles, the media 
and civil society. The ICRC works to ensure that victims 
of violence in Papua New Guinea receive emergency aid 
and medical care, while it visits detainees there and else-
where in the region. It helps National Societies build their 
emergency response capacities.

Suva (regional)
COVERING: Australia, Fiji, kiribati, Marshall Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, New Zealand, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and autonomous states, territories and colonies of 
the Pacific
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Main targetS for 2014
 f in the Papua New Guinea Highlands region, violence-affected communities reduce their vulnerability through im-
proved access to safe water in 4 villages and enhanced services at 2 health centres 

 f leaders of fighting groups and local/national authorities in the Papua New Guinea Highlands region take steps to 
safeguard access to health care services for wounded people during/after fighting

 f in Papua New Guinea, some 2,500 detainees benefit from the rehabilitation of water supply systems, reducing their 
vulnerability to health hazards

 f following dialogue with the relevant authorities, migrants held in regional processing centres benefit from timely 
information about their fate and living conditions that comply with internationally recognized standards

 f with the support of the Australian and New Zealand Red Cross Societies, the Pacific island National Societies boost 
their capacities in first aid, restoring family links and the Safer Access approach

 f with the support of Pacific island National Societies, governments follow up pledges made at the 31st International 
Conference

ASSISTANCE Targets (up to)
CivilianS (reSidentS, idPs, returneeS, etC.)    
Economic security, water and habitat (in some cases provided within a protection or cooperation programme)  
Essential household items Beneficiaries 5,000 
Water and habitat activities Beneficiaries 2,000 
Health  
Health centres supported Structures 2 
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Context
Natural disasters, fragile national economies and intercom-
munal violence remain the main threats to stability and 
prosperity in the Pacific islands region. 

Papua New Guinea is generally stable under its new govern-
ment. Fighting involving armed groups in Bougainville has 
subsided, although humanitarian consequences of the past 
armed conflict persist. Intercommunal fighting continues 
to affect communities in the Highlands region.

Fiji is pursuing its constitution-building process, with gen-
eral elections scheduled in 2014.

The Australian-led Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon 
Islands is continuing its gradual withdrawal of troops, al-
though a small police force is set to stay for four more years. 

The governments of Australia and New Zealand, the former 
holding a seat on the UN Security Council until end-2014, 
maintain their strong involvement in international human-
itarian affairs. 

Australia, Fiji, Papua New Guinea and Tonga continue 
to provide troops for peacekeeping operations and/or 
international coalitions.

HuManitarian reSPonSe
The Suva regional delegation will continue to work to ad-
dress humanitarian needs resulting from past or ongoing 
situations of violence and to help National Societies prepare 
for future emergencies. It will pursue dialogue with the au-
thorities of the countries covered and help them strengthen 
their capacities to contribute to IHL implementation and 
Movement operations. 

With the Papua New Guinea Red Cross Society, the ICRC 
will keep its focus on two remote districts in the Highlands 
region, where villagers are suffering the effects of armed vi-
olence. Working with local authorities and traditional lead-
ers, the National Society/ICRC will provide affected com-
munities with essential household items and improve their 
water supply and sanitation. They will donate medical sup-
plies to primary health care centres and enable local actors 
to administer first aid to wounded people. The ICRC will 
document the humanitarian consequences of any fighting, 
including attacks against women and health care services, 
to encourage the authorities to address the needs of the 
victims. It will promote respect for humanitarian principles 
through dialogue with the communities, police and mem-
bers of fighting groups, as well as with security companies. 

In countries prone to violence/natural disaster, the ICRC 
will work with the National Societies in strengthening their 
preparedness to respond to needs arising from such situa-
tions. This will include cooperation with the Australian and 
New Zealand Red Cross Societies on training for Pacific 
island National Societies in family links and first aid and 
supporting coordination among Movement partners. 

The ICRC will visit detainees, including migrants held in 
regional processing centres, in Australia, Fiji, Nauru, Pap-
ua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu to assess 
their treatment and living conditions. Where necessary, it 

will provide detaining authorities with confidential rec-
ommendations and help them ensure that detainees’ treat-
ment and living conditions meet internationally recognized 
standards. The ICRC will continue to assist the Papua New 
Guinea Correctional Services and police stations in im-
proving infrastructure, health care and hygiene in deten-
tion facilities. National Society/ICRC family-links services 
will remain available for detainees and their relatives.

The National Societies and the ICRC will engage in dia-
logue and participate in joint activities with government 
representatives, regional bodies, community leaders, media, 
academics, think-tanks and NGOs, including those in vio-
lence-prone areas, to enhance understanding and support 
for IHL and other relevant norms and Movement action. 
The ICRC will do the same with the armed and police forc-
es, including through presentations at their training estab-
lishments, military exercises and predeployment briefings. 
In Fiji and Papua New Guinea, the ICRC will discuss with 
police forces due process and treatment during arrest and 
interrogation. In Australia and New Zealand, it will work 
with the authorities to gain further support for its opera-
tions and priority initiatives.

Across the region, governments will continue to receive 
ICRC technical support to encourage them to accede to 
IHL instruments not yet ratified, incorporate IHL provi-
sions into domestic legislation, and with the help of the Na-
tional Societies, fulfil pledges made at the 31st Internation-
al Conference, including in relation to the “Strengthening 
IHL” process.

The Health Care in Danger project will be the topic of spe-
cial campaigns in Australia and Papua New Guinea. 
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