
Washington (regional)
COVERING: Canada, United States of America, Organization of American States (OAS)

Established in 1995, the Washington regional delegation 
engages in a regular dialogue on IHL and issues of 
humanitarian concern with government officials and 
bodies, academic institutions and other interested 
groups in Canada and the United States of America. The 
delegation heightens awareness of the ICRC’s mandate 
and priorities within the OAS. It mobilizes political and 
financial support for ICRC activities and secures support 
for IHL implementation. It visits people held at the US 
internment facility at Guantanamo Bay Naval Station in 
Cuba. It works closely with the American Red Cross and 
the Canadian Red Cross Society.

BUDGET IN kCHF
Protection 2,123
Assistance 259
Prevention 3,449
Cooperation with National Societies 644
General 227

Total 6,702
Of which: Overheads 409

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  10 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  26 
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Main targets for 2014
 f people held in the US internment facility at Guantanamo Bay Naval Station in Cuba benefit from procedural safe-
guards and respect for their legal status/rights in line with internationally recognized standards

 f Guantanamo internees have regular contact with their families, including through face-to-face visits, and access to 
medical care, physical rehabilitation services and educational/training opportunities in accordance with their needs

 f the US military takes steps to ensure respect for civilians, the wounded and sick, and medical personnel/facilities in 
the planning and conduct of their operations, in compliance with IHL and other applicable legal norms

 f Canadian and US authorities, civil society and the Organization of American States initiate policies and activities 
highlighting humanitarian concerns and showing support for the ICRC’s mandate and action

 f migrants from Mexico and Central America, including those held in transit/detention centres, are able to re-establish 
contact with their families and to preserve their safety and dignity, including during deportation/repatriation
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Context
Amidst a shift in its global defence strategy, national se-
curity remains high on the agenda of the United States of 
America (hereafter US). Canada continues to focus on se-
curity and trade, while keeping track of the humanitarian 
situation in key contexts, such as the Syrian Arab Republic.

Responding to a protest and hunger strike by a majority of 
the internees in the US internment facility at Guantanamo 
Bay Naval Station in Cuba, President Barack Obama ap-
pointed two special envoys to facilitate its closure. The han-
dover of the detention facility at Parwan (see Afghanistan) 

from US authority to the Afghan Ministry of Defence was 
completed in March 2013.

The US military is transforming its combat presence in Af-
ghanistan into a support and advisory role in the training of 
the Afghan security forces. Canada’s current involvement 
in Afghanistan focuses exclusively on such training. 

The Mexico-US border is the world’s largest migration cor-
ridor, and immigration policy reforms are under debate in 
the US legislature.

huManitarian response
Detention practice and policy will continue to be the focus 
of the ICRC’s constructive dialogue with the US administra-
tion, particularly in relation to the conditions of internment 
at Guantanamo Bay. During discussions with the author-
ities concerned and with other key policy-makers/stake-
holders, the ICRC will reiterate the need to determine an 
appropriate legal framework providing relevant procedural 
safeguards, including for those subject to transfer, repatri-
ation or resettlement, and to inform the internees of their 
legal status and rights. It will also provide input regarding 
the treatment of internees on hunger strike, in relation to 
internationally recognized standards of medical ethics.

On the basis of regular visits to people held in the Guanta-
namo Bay internment facility, the ICRC will provide confi-
dential feedback and recommendations to the authorities, 
including on access to medical care, physical rehabilitation 
services and educational/training opportunities. In coordi-
nation with its delegations in the countries concerned, it 
will continue to facilitate phone and video calls between the 
internees and their families. In consultation with the US au-
thorities, it will identify ways to enable internees to receive 
visits from relatives, and will facilitate such visits once the 
proper agreements are secured.

The ICRC will engage in dialogue with the US authori-
ties on their residual responsibility with respect to people 
held in the Parwan detention facility (see Context). It will 
also keep up its dialogue with the Canadian authorities on 
detention matters.

The protection of civilians will be at the core of discussions 
with the Canadian and US authorities/military, which will 
touch on IHL-related concerns such as the conduct of hos-
tilities, the use of force outside current theatres of military 
operations, new technologies in armed conflict, and weap-
on-related issues. The ICRC will encourage the authorities 
of both countries, as well as representatives to the Organi-
zation of American States (OAS), to support its mandate 
and its neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian 

action. Through pre-deployment briefings and lectures at 
military educational/training establishments, it will contin-
ue to familiarize the Canadian and US armed forces, espe-
cially US troops departing on missions abroad, with its role 
and mandate. 

Through cooperation with the respective National Society, 
the ICRC will seek to raise awareness of humanitarian con-
cerns among Canadian and US civil society and to garner 
public support for IHL, including through communication 
platforms such as the Intercross blog. By organizing and 
participating in conferences and other events, it will main-
tain and develop its network among researchers, students, 
policy-makers and legal professionals in order to contrib-
ute to the academic and public discourse on IHL, as well 
as to encourage and sustain capacities for IHL scholarship.

One thread that will run through contacts with government 
and military officials, media and the general public will be 
the protection of the wounded and sick and of medical ser-
vices during armed conflict or other situations of violence. 
In line with the goals of the Health Care in Danger project, 
the ICRC will emphasize the importance of ensuring and 
facilitating safe access to health/medical care, and encour-
age the Canadian and US authorities to use their global 
influence to promote respect for the medical services on a 
wider scale. 

To help address humanitarian issues arising from migra-
tion across the Mexico-US border, the ICRC will pursue 
dialogue with the US authorities regarding the detention/
deportation of migrants and the need to inform their fami-
lies of their whereabouts. Increasing its cooperation and co-
ordination with the American Red Cross and with National 
Societies in the migrants’ countries of origin (see Mexico 
City), it will identify ways to respond effectively to migrants’ 
humanitarian needs, particularly in terms of restoring fam-
ily links. 
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