
ALGERIA

The ICRC has been working in Algeria, with some 
interruptions, since the 1954–62 Algerian war of 
independence. Aside from visiting people held in places 
of detention run by the Ministry of Justice and people 
remanded in police stations and gendarmeries, it supports 
the authorities in strengthening national legislation with 
regard to people deprived of their freedom and promotes 
IHL. The ICRC supports the Algerian Red Crescent in 
its reforms process and partners with it to restore links 
between separated family members.

BUDGET IN KCHF
Protection 1,280
Assistance 330
Prevention 881
Cooperation with National Societies 451
General 30

Total 2,973
Of which: Overheads 181

PERSONNEL
Mobile staff  7 
Resident staff (daily workers not included)  15 
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MAIN TARGETS FOR 2015
 f the authorities continue to improve detainees’ treatment and living conditions, drawing partly on the confidential 
feedback based on the observations made by ICRC delegates during regular visits to selected places of detention

 f detainees at up to 2 selected prisons have their health situation closely followed by the Health Ministry, with help 
from the ICRC in the form of expert advice and assistance in monitoring the implementation of recommendations

 f magistrates, police/gendarmerie instructors and penitentiary institution trainers expand their knowledge of IHL and 
strengthen their ability to teach their peers, through train-the-trainer workshops and advanced IHL courses abroad

 f people reconnect with relatives separated from them by armed conflict, detention – including foreigners/Algerians 
from remote areas – and migration, through family-links services provided with the Algerian Red Crescent

 f in multilateral fora, authorities express support for the ICRC’s position on humanitarian issues, supplemental IHL 
training for Algerian troops and ICRC activities worldwide – for example in the Gaza Strip, Libya and Syria

CONTEXT
Algeria remains stable despite armed conflict/insecurity 
in neighbouring countries, partly because of the tens of 
thousands of troops who secure its borders and counter 
the threat allegedly posed by armed groups; the country’s 
borders with Libya, Mali and Niger remain closed, which 
impedes transit and commerce. In the north-east of Algiers, 
localised clashes between security forces and armed groups 
have reportedly resulted in casualties and arrests. Unable to 
return home easily, some of the people who fled violence 
in Mali or the Syrian Arab Republic (hereafter Syria) meet 
their needs primarily through State services or the Algerian 
Red Crescent. Other vulnerable foreigners, particularly un-
documented migrants, risk detention or deportation.

High unemployment rates and desire for political reform  
exacerbate tensions and occasionally lead to localized vio-
lence; in 2014, intercommunal violence broke out in central 
Algeria. 

Algeria has a key role in regional dialogue. It hosts peace 
talks between conflicting parties in Libya and Mali. 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE
In 2015, the ICRC delegation in Algeria will focus on sup-
porting the authorities in improving the treatment and liv-
ing conditions of people deprived of their freedom. To this 
end, the ICRC will continue visiting people held at seven 
selected prisons, and seek to do the same at 20 places of 
temporary detention. After its visits, the ICRC will commu-
nicate its findings confidentially to the authorities; in partic-
ular, it will engage the Justice Ministry, police/gendarmerie 
commands and intelligence services in dialogue on the situ-
ation of people held at places of temporary detention.

Penitentiary staff, police/gendarmerie units and magistrates 
will add to their knowledge of international norms on deten-
tion through briefings. By similar means and through con-
ferences abroad, health personnel will become more aware 
of issues related to health care in detention; the ICRC will 
give them and the authorities technical advice for updat-
ing security measures and policies related to consultations/
screenings. The ICRC will help the Health Ministry assume 
responsibility for detainees’ health care by: providing it ex-
pert advice; monitoring the implementation of Health Min-
istry/ICRC recommendations at up to two selected prisons; 
and organizing a study trip abroad for officials to gain in-
sight on how others have transferred such responsibilities 
from the Justice Ministry to the Health Ministry.

People separated by armed conflict, detention or migration 
will restore/maintain contact using Movement family-links 
services. Vulnerable foreigners in Algeria will, with ICRC 
help, contact their families at home, while Algerian families 
will send RCMs and parcels, and make phone calls to their 
relatives detained abroad. Joint activities with the Algerian 
Red Crescent – under new leadership – will focus on pro-
viding family-links services and boosting the capacities of 
volunteers. The ICRC will help the Algerian Red Crescent 
coordinate with other National Societies in this regard, and 
in relation to its activities abroad.

The ICRC will solicit support from the authorities to facili-
tate its activities in Algeria and elsewhere. Dialogue with the 
authorities will focus on securing their support for ICRC 
activities worldwide – for example, in the Gaza Strip, Libya 
and Syria – and backing, in multilateral fora, for the ICRC’s 
position on humanitarian issues. Discussions with the 
Defence Ministry, on supplementing the IHL training for 
troops, will continue. The ICRC and the national IHL com-
mittee will work with the authorities to advance Algeria’s 
ratification/implementation of IHL treaties and, through 
train-the-trainer workshops, boost the teaching skills of 
police/gendarmerie/military IHL instructors, academics 
and magistrates. More broadly, the ICRC and the Nation-
al Society will foster support for IHL and the Movement 
among the public, journalists and religious circles, through 
information sessions and events highlighting events of his-
torical importance to both Algeria and the ICRC. 

HUMANITARIAN ISSUES AND ICRC 
OBJECTIVES

CIVILIANS
Vulnerable foreigners passing through or living in Alge-
ria – including people in flight from conflict in the Gaza 
Strip, Mali and Syria – sometimes need help to stay in 
touch with their families at home. Families in Algeria re-
quire assistance to trace and exchange news with relatives 
detained/interned abroad, present in countries disrupted 
by armed conflict or other situations of violence, or who 
have migrated.

People repatriated to Algeria, or resettled in third countries 
following a period of detention/internment abroad, may 
require support to reintegrate into society. Only a few Alge-
rians remain in the US internment facility at Guantanamo 
Bay Naval Station in Cuba.
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Many families remain without information on the fate of 
relatives who went missing during the internal strife of the 
1990s. 

Objective
People in Algeria, including those with family members de-
tained/interned abroad and vulnerable foreigners, are able 
to restore and maintain contact with relatives. Families are 
informed by the authorities of the fate of relatives missing 
in relation to past internal violence in Algeria.

Plan of action and indicators
Protection

 f remain at the disposal of the Algerian authorities to 
share ICRC expertise in responding to the needs of the 
families of people unaccounted for since the internal 
strife of the 1990s

 f through financial/technical support and training – for 
example, workshops abroad (see for example Abi-
djan) and field trips – help the Algerian Red Crescent 
strengthen its family-links services; encourage/help the 
National Societies in the region and other humanitarian 
actors to coordinate their activities and share informa-
tion in this regard

With the National Society:
 f help, through the Movement’s family-links network, 

families dispersed by migration, armed conflict abroad 
and other situations of violence, detention, or other cir-
cumstances restore and/or maintain contact and, where 
appropriate, reunite; in particular:

 � enable families in Algeria to send RCMs and parcels, 
and make video calls to relatives detained/interned 
abroad 

 � further understanding in Algeria of vulnerable for-
eigners’ needs and, when needed, refer these people 
to State/NGO services

 � assist families travelling to visit relatives repatriated 
or resettled in third countries following a period of 
detention/interment abroad

PEOPLE DEPRIVED OF THEIR FREEDOM
Armed/security forces arrest/detain people in relation to 
local unrest and regional insecurity. Foreign detainees of-
ten do not have contact with their families or support from 
them, and lack knowledge of their rights. 

The authorities are pursuing efforts to address overcrowd-
ing, by building new prisons, for instance, and through par-
tial or conditional releases, which benefited 5,000 detainees 
in 2014. However, overcrowding continues to have adverse 
effects on enforcement of discipline and access to health 
care, particularly in places of temporary detention. The 
authorities are taking steps to address this issue, by mak-
ing changes in penitentiary organization and policies and 
through other means. 

Objective
Detainees are afforded treatment and living conditions, in-
cluding respect for their judicial guarantees, that meet in-
ternationally recognized standards.

Plan of action and indicators
Protection

 f visit, in accordance with standard ICRC procedures, 
people held at up to 20 places of temporary detention, 
including security detainees, people in solitary confine-

ment and foreigners; provide detaining authorities – in-
cluding police/gendarmerie commands and intelligence 
services – with confidential feedback on the treatment 
and living conditions of people under their purview; 
in addition:

 � brief police/gendarmerie units on international 
norms applicable to their duties

 � reinforce, through briefings and conferences, health 
personnel’s awareness of the ethical issues associated 
with providing care in detention – for example, in 
documenting treatment (see also Jordan)

 f through Movement family-links services, enable, in par-
ticular, foreign detainees to maintain contact with their 
families or consular representatives; in this regard, dis-
cuss, with the authorities/embassies, the difficulties of 
foreigners or Algerians from remote areas

 f regularly monitor the treatment and living conditions of 
detainees at 7 selected prisons – including newly opened 
facilities and those in the south; afterwards, based on 
delegates’ findings, provide the authorities with recom-
mendations, technical advice and other support to help 
them improve detainees’ treatment and living condi-
tions; for example:

 � organize information sessions on international 
norms in detention for penitentiary staff (see Actors 
of influence) and a study trip to Switzerland for peni-
tentiary officials 

 � during a round-table event, encourage magistrates to 
exchange good practices in the use of alternative sen-
tences to reduce the number of people in preventive 
detention

Assistance
 f help the authorities make/sustain improvements to de-
tainees’ health care at the 7 selected prisons and replicate 
them throughout the prison system, by: 

 � assessing detainees’ access to external health care and 
the application of public health policies in detention, 
including in relation to medical consultations and the 
screening of new detainees; organizing a study trip 
abroad (see Kuwait) for officials to glean insight on 
transferring responsibility for health care from the 
Justice Ministry to the Health Ministry

 � monitoring, at up to 2 selected prisons, the imple-
mentation of an ICRC health expert’s recommenda-
tions 

 f monitor the welfare of Algerians repatriated after a peri-
od of detention/internment abroad

ACTORS OF INFLUENCE
Thousands of troops secure Algeria’s borders, and along 
with the police/gendarmerie, arrest and detain people in 
connection with regional insecurity and unrest. Magistrates 
monitor the condition of detainees as part of their duties. 

With the support of its national IHL committee, Algeria has 
ratified major IHL instruments, but is yet to incorporate 
all their provisions in domestic legislation. IHL has been 
incorporated in the curricula of all military training estab-
lishments, and in those of certain national universities.

The Algerian authorities – particularly the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry – the media and religious leaders have influence 
in the region. 
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Objective
Political decision-makers, particularly magistrates, and 
all weapon bearers understand and respect IHL and the 
ICRC’s mandate and activities. The armed/security forces 
incorporate IHL and international human rights law in 
their doctrine, training and operations. The media, reli-
gious/community leaders and scholars/academics support 
the work of the ICRC and assist it in increasing awareness 
of humanitarian issues, thus securing greater respect for 
human dignity. 

Plan of action and indicators
Prevention
With the National Society 

 f to facilitate ICRC activities in Algeria and elsewhere, 
and to learn more about public perceptions of the ICRC: 

 � solicit the authorities’ support for ICRC activities 
worldwide – for example in the Gaza Strip, Libya and 
Syria; in particular, encourage the Foreign Affairs 
Ministry to back, in multilateral fora, the ICRC’s po-
sition on humanitarian issues, and the Defence Min-
istry to approve supplemental ICRC training in IHL 
for troops

 � stimulate debate on the common ground between 
IHL and Islam among religious leaders, through a 
conference abroad (see also Niger) and other means

 � encourage interest in IHL among academics, through 
moot court competitions (see also Niger) and brief-
ings for trainee magistrates, trainee diplomats and 
faculty heads

 � facilitate accurate reporting on humanitarian issues 
through workshops and field trips abroad for journal-
ists and National Society communication staff

 � with help from the Emir Abdelkader Foundation and 
the media, inform the public of historic events involv-
ing Algeria and the Movement, such as ICRC action 
during Algeria’s War of Independence

 f in cooperation with national training institutions, in-
crease knowledge of IHL, human rights principles and 
the ICRC’s work for detainees among military/security 
forces and penitentiary personnel, by organizing:

 � information sessions for 600 trainee prison guards, 
and similar sessions for 60 police/gendarmerie of-
ficers on international norms governing the use of 
force 

 � briefings/train-the-trainer workshops for 20 po-
lice instructors and 40 penitentiary lecturers, and a 
course abroad for a senior officer from the Cherchell 
Military Academy (see Lebanon), to enhance their ca-
pacity to teach their fellows

 � courses abroad for prison directors and senior mili-
tary officers

 f with the national IHL committee, help the authorities 
reduce overcrowding in prisons and advance ratifica-
tion/implementation of IHL treaties, especially in rela-
tion to the protection of cultural property during armed 
conflict; in particular:

 � advise the Defence Ministry on incorporating IHL in 
decision-making processes, and continue to support 
it to promote safe practices among children living in 
mine-contaminated areas, in line with Algeria’s im-
plementation of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Con-
vention 

 � through information sessions, courses abroad and 
workshops, expand knowledge of IHL for over 40 
judicial/military magistrates and judges, and clarify 
their role in IHL implementation to them

RED CROSS AND RED CRESCENT MOVEMENT
The Algerian Red Crescent – under new leadership – works 
to meet the needs of people affected by intercommunal vio-
lence; it also tends to Malian refugees, to whom it has exclu-
sive access, and other vulnerable foreigners in Algeria. The 
National Society also delivers humanitarian aid to people 
affected by armed conflict abroad. With the ICRC’s help, it 
is strengthening its family-links services and management.

Objective
The National Society has a strong legal basis for indepen-
dent action and is able to carry out its core activities effec-
tively. The activities of all components of the Movement 
are coordinated.

Plan of action and indicators
Cooperation

 f provide financial/technical support for the National So-
ciety, to help it:

 � strengthen volunteers’ first-aid and family-links ca-
pacities, and application of the Safer Access Frame-
work, particularly at National Society branches in 
central Algeria and along Algeria’s borders with Mali, 
Libya and Tunisia 

 � conduct its activities abroad in line with the values 
of neutral, impartial and independent humanitarian 
action, and in coordination with the ICRC and other 
Movement components

 � promote the Fundamental Principles and IHL among 
its volunteers and the wider public 

 � strengthen its governance and operational structure, 
by sending representatives to statutory meetings 
abroad, for example
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